










































































INFLATION: An increase in the amount of currency
in circulation, resulting in a relatively sharp and
sudden fall in its value and rise in prices. It may be
caused by an increase in the volume of paper
money issued or of gold mined, or a relative in-
crease in expenditures, as when the supply of
goods fails to meet the demand.

INSULATION: A material that provides a high re-
sistance to the flow of heat or electricity.
NATURAL GAS: A mixture of gaseous hydrocar-
bons which occur naturally in the earth in certain
places. Natural gas burns cleanly with little waste.

NONRENEWABLE ENERGY SOURCES: Sources
of energy which, once used, are gone. Fossil fuels
are an example of nonrenewable energy.

NUCLEAR ENERGY: Energy within the nucleus of
the atom. It can be released by nuclear fission or
nuclear fusion. Nuclear fusion is still in the experi-
mental stage in the United States.

OIL SHALE: Underground porous rock that con-
tains an oil product called kerogen. Indians called
oil shale the “rock that burns.”
PETRO-CHEMICALS: Chemicals removed from
crude oil and used to make a wide range of prod-
ucts, such as plastics, synthetics, fibers, detergents
and drugs.

PETRO-PRODUCTS: Products, such as fertilizer,
medicines, cosmetics, plastics, etc., which are
made from the by-products of petroleum.
POLLUTION: Unclean, impure or undesirable by-
products which may be released into the environ-
ment, such as the exhaust fumes from automobiles
which pollute the air or leaks from an off-shore well
which pollute the sea.

R-VALUE: Measure of resistance to heat flow, used
to rate insulation materials.

RECESSION: A temporary falling off of business
activity during a period when such activity has been
generally increasing, as during that after a depres-
sion.

RECYCLING: The process of transforming waste
materials into new or reusable products, such as
turning old automobiles into usable scrap metal.
RENEWABLE ENERGY SOURCES: Energy sources
which are not easily depletable, such as the sun.
SOLAR ENERGY: Energy derived from the sun’s
radiation upon the surface of the earth.

TAR SANDS: Rock or sediments that contain heavy
oil substances.

TIDAL POWER: The energy derived from the
movement of water in and out of coastal areas; en-
ergy from tides.

The organizations associated with the development of these materials provide information and educational programs to all people without regard to race,

color, national origin, sex or handicap.
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